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Rev. Dirk Hagmaier & Rev. Constanze Hagmaier

ASH WEDNESDAY                                                                                February 22, 2012
Silence for Meditation
PSALM 51 





      (Psalms begin on p. 338 of Red Book)
THE EXHORTATION

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

THE CONFESSION

P:  Merciful God,

C:  we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, and are not worthy      to be called your children.  Have mercy on us and turn us from our sinful ways.  Bring us back to you as those who once were dead but now have life, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

P:  The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  Through the Holy Spirit, God gives life, freedom from the power of sin, and resurrection from the dead.  In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Live in newness of life.

C:  Amen.

HYMN                                      “The Glory of These Forty Days”                           #320
IMPOSITION OF ASHES

All who desire to receive ashes on their forehead please come forward.  The 
pastor will make the sign of the cross on your forehead with ashes. Upon receiving the ashes and hearing the words, “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return,” you may return to your seat.

P:  Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

C:  That we may show forth your glory in the world.
P:  By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord,

C:  Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

P:  Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners, but rather that they may turn from their wickedness and live.  Therefore we implore him to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him which we do on this day, that the rest of our life may be pure and holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:  Amen.

P:  The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.

P:  Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and honest hearts, so that truly repenting of our sins, we may obtain from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness, through your son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.

FIRST LESSON
 Isaiah 58:1-2
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.  

3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  

8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 

SECOND LESSON 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

6 As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
GOSPEL PASSAGE
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

HYMN                                                 “Be Thou My Vision”                                      #793
KIDS TALK

SERMON                   

HYMN                                               “Restore in Us, O God”                                    #328
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P:  Gathered by the Spirit, let us return to the Lord our God and pray for the church, the world, and all who yearn for new life.

A Brief Silence
Merciful God, lead your church to true repentance, restore all that is broken, and reconcile all people to you.  Lord, in your mercy,

C:  hear our prayer.
P:  Guard us from careless disregard of the earth and its treasures.  Guide us in faithful stewardship of the soil, the water, the air, and all living things.  Lord in your mercy,
C:  hear our prayer.

P:  Instill within the leaders of all nations a passion for peace and justice, and be with those who live or work in harm’s way (especially).  Lord, in your mercy,

C:  hear our prayer.

P:  Have mercy on those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit (especially).  Sustain them with your healing presence and give them the joy of your salvation.  Lord, in your mercy,

C:  hear our prayer.  
P:  Bless those preparing for baptism and those who guide their way.  Grant that in all things we bear witness to your abiding love.  Lord, in your mercy,
C:  hear our prayer.

P:  We give thanks for the communion of saints who lived and died in you.  Give us grace to trust in your promise of eternal life with those who have gone before us.  Lord, in your mercy,
C:  hear our prayer.

P:  Almighty God, you have commanded us to pray, and you promise to hear us.  
Hear the prayers of your people and grant us all that we need, for the sake of the one in whose name we pray, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C:  Amen.

OFFERING                                           “Merciful Savior”                               arr. Mauldin

                                                      Adult Choir
OFFERING HYMN                     “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                 #186


WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION






                  

COMMUNION HYMNS



“What Feast of Love”                                                                                     #487
“Just As I Am, without One Plea”                                                                 #592

   



“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                                                        #759


P:  Let us pray.

Lamb of God, in this sacrament you assure us of forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation.  Help us with our Lenten discipline, and to abstain from the sins of which we have repented.  We bless you now and evermore.

C:  Amen.

P:  Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God.

ROMANS 6:1-4 (In unison)
What then are we to say?  Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?  By no means!  How can we who died to sin go on living in it?  Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

When you are ready, please leave quietly.

Organist:  Colleen Tucker

Communion Assistant:  Darin and Jennifer Hauf


Ushers:  Shawn and Stephanie Miller; Sydney Gustaf; Brodie Frederiksen
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Understanding Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday through Maundy Thursday is the ancient time of Lenten penitential discipline.  The extended CONFESSION along with the Imposition of Ashes is the beginning of our Lenten discipline.  It concludes on Maundy Thursday with an extended rite of FORGIVENESS with “Individual Absolution.”


The IMPOSITION OF ASHES is a sign of human frailty.  It is also an act of repentance, and renewal.  The ashes are applied to our foreheads tracing the sign of the cross (first made in our Baptism) as the pastor repeats the words of God to Adam, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  These words also remind us of the Committal in the Burial Service: “Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”  They remind us of our total dependence upon God for repentance and life because one day those words will be said over us!

Moreover, ashes suggest cleansing and renewal.  They were once used as a cleansing agent in the absence of soap.  When we wash off the ashes with water from the baptismal font, we remind ourselves of God’s baptismal promise to forgive our sins and give us new life when we turn to him in sincere repentance.

Lenten discipline, by its focus on the mystery of God’s redemption in the cross and resurrection of Jesus, will strengthen our faith by bringing us anew to the gift of our Baptism.  Luther explained the significance of this sacrament in our daily lives by recalling Romans 6:1-4.  We die to sin by confessing it, and we are raised to new life in the absolution promise of resurrection with Christ.


The palm branches left over from last year’s Palm Sunday Procession often make the ashes of Ash Wednesday.

